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Our Mission:
 To preserve the  
 history of Rancho 
 Santa Fe in order to 
 connect us to our 
 Past, Present and 
 Future.

We offer the 
opportunity to learn
more about the 
history of this special 
village through 
exhibitions, historic 
sites, archives, 
special events, 
educational programs, 
and publications
(See page 3)

La Flecha House is 
open Tuesday through 
Friday from 10am to 
3pm 

We look forward to 
seeing you

                                        History Connects Us All
                Rancho Santa Fe Historical Society

Winter 
2020

www.rsfhs.org
858.756.9291

info@rsfhs.org

C o f f e e  i n  t h e  C o u r t y a r d

Rancho Santa Fe  
From Tree Farm to California’s Most Luxurious Community  

By Megan Traub Woolsey  
 There is a magical feeling you get as you wind down the two-lane rural roads 
through rolling hills of eucalyptus trees, citrus groves, expansive green pastures, and the 
majestic Spanish Colonial estates of Rancho Santa Fe, San Diego. It is a feeling that you 
have arrived somewhere special-to a place that not only is beautiful and rich from the 
onward looker, but a town with a rich history.  
 Tucked back in the rolling hills and scenic garden landscape 30 miles north of 
downtown San Diego, Rancho Santa Fe, once named Rancho San Dieguito, began as a 
land grant of nearly 9,000 acres made to Juan Maria Osuna in 1845. Osuna built an 
adobe home on the ranch for himself and his wife, but over the years lost most of the 
land to payoff bad debts. In 1906, the Santa Fe Land Improvement Company, a 
subsidiary of the Santa Fe Railroad, bought all the land, and used 4,000 acres of it to 
plant thousands of eucalyptus trees for wood to make railroad ties. The eucalyptus 
project was deemed a failure when experiments found that none of the dozen varieties 
sprouting from millions of seedlings throughout Rancho Santa Fe would hold a spike.  
 Eucalyptus trees still cover the Rancho Santa Fe landscape today. What ensued 
after the failed railroad project was the beginning of a prestigious and unique 
community. On June 7, 1922, construction began in Rancho Santa Fe, making history as 
the state's first master-planned community. 
   The Beginnings of a Community  
 A majority of Rancho Santa Fe's unique architecture in what is now called The 
Village of Rancho Santa Fe, as well as the philosophy to preserve and protect the 6,200 
acres that exists under the Rancho Santa Fe Covenant area is credited to Lilian Rice, the 
architect. A woman ahead of her time, Lilian Rice was only the second female architect 
at the time to graduate from the University of California at Berkeley. In 1922, Rice was 
commissioned to govern the entire public and residential design of Rancho Santa Fe, 
methodically transforming a lush eucalyptus forest into a community of Spanish Colonial 
Revival-style homes.                                                          Continue on p.3 

                 Vonn Marie May                    Steve Anthony                  Russell N. Low
Proud to announce our very first speakers in our new ‘Coffee in the Courtyard Event’ held on Saturday 
mornings. It’s turning out to be very successful and will continue in 2020.  We welcome you to enjoy 
coffee, fruits, and pastries  and listen to our next speakers remarkable stories.  (Continue to page 3)
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Membership has instituted 
a new renewal control 

method.  Your membership 
will be valid for 12 months 

from the date of your 
renewal rather than a 
calendar year.  If you 

haven’t renewed recently as 
one of our Family/Friend, or 
Benefactor members, or as 

a Sponsor member, call 
858-756-9291, or go online to 

our website www.rsfhs.org.

     An Update from Board President John Vreeburg 

              Coming Events
Coloring book available soon.

RSFHS Annual Meeting will 
be held Tuesday, February 

18th, 2020

Rotary Street Extravaganza
April 25th

 The last quarter of 2019 capped a great year for the Rancho Santa Fe 
Historical Society and we look forward to a great 2020.  This year we have 
reached our 35th anniversary, 1984 – 2019 capped off with the release of 
Roger K. Lindland’s, “A Rancho Santa Fe Sketchbook,” which is available 
for sale at La Flecha House and at RSF Rotary’s “Holiday Extravaganza 
Street Fair”  
 Recently the RSF Historical Society was very pleased to apply for and 
receive a SD County Neighborhood Reinvestment Program Grant for the 
replacement of the roofing on all three buildings, including new HVAC for 
the Annex rental unit. 
 Our Speaker Series held in August, September and October had over 
100 attendees presented by three professional presenters with diverse topics.  
Our next series will be held earlier in 2020 so look for emails, and postings 
on our website and in local publications such as the RSF Review for 
information.  
 Earlier this year we hosted over 70 students at our annual 3rd grade 
Historical Field Trip. In addition, the 2019 Home Tour, “Architecture In 
Bloom”, was put on in conjunction with the RSF Garden Club and was a 
huge success.   An acknowledgment goes out to Norma Wiberg and Thora 
Guthrie, for co-chairing such a successful event. 
 We look forward to the events starting in 2020 which will kick off the 
“Roaring Twenties”.  Over the next ten years, we will be acknowledging 
many Centennial events and milestones that cemented the success of our 
beautiful community of Rancho Santa Fe.  
 We thank our members for your ongoing support and donations that 
help us in our Mission to preserve the history of Rancho Santa Fe.  

We’re 
Preparing 
for 
Winter 
Rains at 
La Flecha 
House. 

The Lake Hodges Dam 
diorama is on loan to the 
Encinitas – San Dieguito 
Heritage Museum until 
further notice.  Please invite 
your friends and family to 
view it in Encinitas at their 
wonderful museum. Call for 
information: 450 Quail 
Gardens Drive, Encinitas, 
Calif  92024  
Phone:   760.632.9711 

Lovers of History?  www.rsfhs.org, under YouTubeVideos, for three wonderful, fact 
filled videos on our website that will increase your knowledge of Rancho Santa Fe.  
The videos inform you about everything you need to know about RSF. The Osuna 
family who obtained the Mexican Land-grant, the Eucalyptus story, Lilian Rice 
designing the Village and those who settled here in 1931: Reginald and 
Constance (Connie) Clotfelter.    

mailto:info@rsfhs.org
http://www.rsfhs.org
http://www.rsfhs.org
mailto:info@rsfhs.org
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       Did you know that the very youngest plants in our world are                
Bromeliads and they are 10,000 years old.

Mills Contract Provisions. The minimum term of a Mills Act contract is 10 years, 
with automatic yearly renewal thereafter, unless terminated by the owner or the City. If 
terminated, the contract would conclude at the end of the current 10-year term. The 
property owner is assessed a penalty fee (of 121⁄2% of the full value of the property)... 

Have you noticed the beautiful succulents in RSF Historical Society’s courtyard?  They were 
planted and are maintained by botanist, Steve Anthony, of Distinctive Landscape Design.  He 
was the second speaker in our “Coffee in the Courtyard Speaker Series.  On Saturday, 
September 21, from 9:30am to 11:30 am, Steve spoke about “World Class Drought Tolerant 

Plants”.  Steve has an extensive knowledge of plant history and is very 
entertaining in his presentation.  Everyone loved it and gained valuable 
knowledge about Xerophytes - ‘plants that require very little water.’  

	 We invite you to come into our courtyard to visit the succulents.  Steve 
planted them in a beautiful layout to exhibit them in the best way possible. 
Peek into our patio, at RSF Historical Society’s La Flecha 

House on Via de la Santa Fe to see these beautiful plants that Steve 
has planted and maintains.  


( coffee from page 1)  Our first speaker in our 3 part speaker series was Vonn Marie May.  Vonn is well known in RSF 
as the  historian at La Flecha House, home of RSF Historical Society.  She wrote Arcadia Book for RSF Historical 
Society,  a Book about the history of  Rancho Santa Fe. But she also teaches property owners how to qualify for  
“The Mills Act” which helps new owners within the covenant to save on their property taxes. As our first speaker, 
she imparted this important information to the audience.  


Dr. Russell N. Low was our last speaker in our 3 part speaker series. His book, Three 
Coins, blends fact with fiction in presenting the stories of his Great grandmother who 
came from China as a 9 year old slave girl in the bottom of a ship and his great 
grandfather who came to America to carve out  the Transcontinental Railway. It was  
a fascinating and  entertaining speaking engagement.  

As he spoke, photos were shown of his family taken by his Uncle Bing who was 
“photographer and historian” of the family. These discoveries and historical 
documents helped Dr. Low put the story together. His family, including his mother, a      
young 96, came to the lecture.  

You can order his 
book, “Three Coins” on 
Amazon, 
and listen to a 
podcast on 
www.russlow.com/ken-
fong-asian-american-
podcast 

Holly Manion, 
resident of 
RSF, and 
Historical 
Society 
member 
enjoyed the  
story of 
Russell Low’s 
ancestors. 

http://www.russlow.com/ken-
http://www.russlow.com/ken-


  

Page 4

We’ve Had a Busy Year!  Continuing our preservation of RSF history in our archives, updating our inside lighting, 
repairing our roof for winter, presentation of Hodges Dam Diorama,  The Annual Home Tour with the Garden 
Club,  The 3rd Graders Annual 2 day history of the RSF Village, Launching of’ ‘Coffee in the Courtyard’, and our 
upcoming Christmas Party. We’ve loved every single minute of this year at La Flecha House.  We would love you to 
become a member and participate in some of these projects.  We always need helpers for our projects.  

May 11, 2019 the Historical Society in conjunction with the RSF Garden Club, held our 
famous RSF Home Tour.  Everyone met at Garden Club to get on a trolley to take them 
to the selected homes.  It worked perfectly.  

Here are a few photos of the event.

Remember us next year, it’s always a sold out event and people come from all areas to 
participate in it.  


Earlier this Spring, we hosted over 70 students at our Annual 3rd grade Historical Field 
Trip. The children walk through the village and docents at various historical spots tell a 
bit of history about the Village of RSF.  Ultimately they arrive at the museum, where they 
get to see inside the La Flecha House and hear about its importance in history, and then 
outside our door, they get to make their own little village.  

They learn about Lilian Rice, and 
Colonel Fletcher, who you see in 
the background and viewed our 
recent diorama of Hodges Dam.  

It’s a wonderful fun-filled day of 
history.  They are viewing the 
little village they made that 
day.  

Peggy Brooks, board member 
directing the children.  
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(Cont’d from Page 1)  

 “I found real joy at Rancho Santa Fe. 
Every environment there calls for 
simplicity and beauty-the gorgeous 
natural landscapes, the gently broken 
topography, the nearby mountains," 
said Rice. In the late 1920s, building 
was well underway in the Rancho 
Santa Fe Village.  
 "No one with a sense of 
fitness, it seems to me, could violate 
these natural factors by creating 
anything that lacked the simplicity in 
line, form and color." The plan was to 
create a landmark community 
reminiscent of a Spanish country 
village. This goal was guided by the 
creation of The Rancho Santa Fe 
Association, established in 1927 to 
protect, preserve, maintain and 
enhance the community. The Rancho 
Santa Fe Protective Covenant is 
responsible for regulating the site 
planning and architectural design in 
the community. Under the authority of 
the Covenant, the roads through 
Rancho Santa Fe were purposely 
made to be winding in hopes that 
they would slow down speeding 
drivers. Large lots were planned and 
deed restrictions were implemented 
to ensure that the homes built suited 
the landscape as well as the 
community philosophy. Eighty years 
later, the average residential lot size in 
RSF is in excess of two acres.           

Today, the Rancho Santa Fe Covenant 
looks unfavorably upon garages that 
face the street. Clotheslines must be 
enclosed, exterior colors must blend 
properly with the landscape, and 
sidewalks and streetlights are not 
allowed.  
 Celebrity Residents  
Rancho Santa Fe has been a popular 
place for the rich and famous to live 
since the '30s. Whether the reasons 
lie in the area's remote- ness, its 
beauty and charm or its million dollar 
mansions, Rancho Santa Fe has 
always been an attraction for 
Hollywood stars and corporate 
executives.  
"Rancho Santa Fe attracts celebrities 
because it is known that in the Ranch, 
they will be able to lead a normal life. 
In the' 30s, '40s, and '50s, movie 
stars would flock to this area because 
they wanted to get away from 
Hollywood," said Fran Foley, archives 
chairwoman for the Rancho Santa Fe 
Historical Society. Among the famous 
who have called Rancho Santa Fe 
home over the years are Bing Crosby, 
who purchased Osuna Adobe #2 in 
1932 and then, 
hired Lilian Rice to design an 
additional house. Also on the list are 
Howard Hughes, Victor Mature, 
Robert Young, Jean Peters, Corrine 
Griffith, Norma Talmadge, George 
Brent, Douglas Fairbanks (for whom 
Fairbanks Ranch is named), John Neal 
Reagan (President RonaldReagan's 
only brother) and Mary Pickford.  

Described today as one of the garden 
spots of the world, Rancho Santa Fe 
enjoys 320 days of sunshine a year, 
low humidity, smog- free sea and 
mountain air, and lush native foliage. 
Today, more than 4,200 people call 
this paradise home. It is estimated 
that by 2007, the maximum 
population will reach 6,500.  
Some 1,830 residential building sites 
exist in the ranch today. That number 
will reach a maximum of 2,256 under 
current zoning restrictions. 
But these remaining sites must 
continue to adhere to the Rancho 
Santa Fe Covenant's strict 
architectural guidelines. The Covenant 
lists 20 architectural styles that clash 
with the traditional design philosophy 
that was put in place 80 years ago. 
The only acceptable design styles one 
will see driving through Rancho Santa 
Fe is California Ranch, Spanish 
Colonial Revival and certain 
applications of understated 
Mediterranean, Monterey and 
Hispanic influences. The Covenant 
describes its design principals as "that 
distinctive type of architecture which 
for several decades has been 
successfully developed in California, 
deriving its chief inspiration directly or 
indirectly from Latin types."  

 As constrictive as the rules may sound, it is most likely the Covenant’s implementation that has created the prestigious 
and exclusive community that exists today. In the first half of 2000, there were more than 104 sales of $1 million-plus homes in 
Rancho Santa Fe. Buyers are willing to pay anywhere from $1 million to $3 million for a vacant home site in the Ranch to build a 
custom home complete with gated entry, swimming pool and tennis court.  
The beauty and prestige of the Rancho Santa Fe area has remained somewhat of a secret from the rest of the country until only 
a few years ago. The Robb Report, a research survey that lists the top 10 affluent communities in America, didn't find out about 
Rancho Santa Fe until 1998, and subsequently placed the community at No.1. The communities making the Top 10 list are 
ranked according to specific criteria including location, beauty, prestige, cultural attractions, shopping and safety. Rancho Santa 
Fe beat out such towns as Greenwich, Connecticut; Palm Beach, Florida; and Aspen, Colorado. The Robb Report said residents of 
Rancho Santa Fe enjoy a sense of privacy and space with homes located on two- to four-acre heavily wooded parcels.  
One hundred years from now, the landscape, design and overall philosophy of the Rancho Santa Fe area will likely be much the 
same as they are today. The citrus groves and eucalyptus trees will still grace the landscape, the million dollar mansions will 
inevitably be tucked away behind large gates, and open space will be prevalent. This is the history of Rancho Santa Fe and this 
will be its future.  
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CINCH stands for Council for Interpreting North County History. The group was formed to provide an opportunity 
for North County Historical Societies and similar organizations to share information, upcoming events, and 

activities, and discuss items pertinent to the participating organizations. Participation is voluntary and North San 
Diego County area organizations related to history are welcome.


  Rancho Santa Fe Historical Society hosted Cinch April 22, 2019 meeting

Pictured left: “The Rancho Santa Fe Sketchbook“ (sketches by Roger K. Lindland) 
launched in early December. Roger is a Board Member of RSF Historical 
Society and has sketched many buildings and homes in the Ranch.  A unique 
gift for friends and neighbors.   

Even the coloring book here at the RSF Historical Society has history behind it.  It is a collection of  drawings 
depicting familiar Ranch scenes drawn by local artists in 1997.  These original artists were honored at the RSF 
Golf Club, Crosby Room, Wednesday, August 13th, 1997.
Our revised addition of our Coloring Book of Rancho Santa Fe will be available soon with added pages.  

The original 
artists being 
honored in 
1997, 

The group meets quarterly on 
the fourth Monday of January, 
April, July and October. At the 
first meeting of each year 
participating organizations 
v o l u n t e e r t o h o s t t h e 
meetings. Whenever possible 
meetings will rotate locations 
to give all organizations a 
chance to host.

Rancho Santa Fe Historical Society Arcadia book,  
written by Vonn Marie May,  was on display at  
Barnes and Noble amongst other Arcadia books  
about San Diego History.  Of course, you may purchase it at  
Barnes and Noble, but we also sell it at the RSF Historical Society in RSF  
on corner Via De Santa Fe and La Flecha street.   
Makes a great gift.  
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Lilian Rice 
Level

Pacific Pipeline Supply
Bobbie Mowry
760.471.7473

bobbie@mowrycorporation.com
www.pacificpipeline.com

Bing Crosby 
Level

Withers Bergman
Michelle Graham
858.400.1307

michelle.graham@withersworldwide
.com
www.withersworldwide.com

CONSIDINE CONSIDINE
CERTIFIED PUBLIC 
ACOUNTANTS

Phil Smith, CPA
629.3231.1977
prs@ccpa.com
www.ccpa.com

Walter Hodges 
Level

Rancho Santa Fe 
Association
Christy Whalen, Manager

The Inn at Rancho at Santa Fe
Kathy Reese, Manager
858.756.1131

kReese@theinnatrsf.com
www.theinnatrsf.com

Juan Osuna 
Level

B+W
Max Wuthrich, AIA

858.756.1788
bwarc@pacbell,net

D A Davidson & Co.
John Vreeburg, VP, CFP
619.884.5046

jvreeburg@dadco.com
www.Johnvreeburg.com

Rancho Santa Fe Security 
Systems Inc.
1991 Village Parkway
Encinitas, 92024 

760.942.0688
mrichardsom@rsfsecurity.com

Maison Soleil Design Studio
Stephanie Parisi, Principal
858.449.7813

stephane.maisonsoleil@gmail.com
www.maison-soleil.com

                                                       CORPORATE SPONSORS

858.756.11174
christy@rsfassociation.org

RSF Historical Society appreciates  
Rancho Santa Fe Security Systems, one of our devoted Sponsors. 

  
Rancho Santa Fe Security Systems was founded in 1978 by Myron Mueller with the mission of 
providing superior security services to the Rancho Santa Fe area and surrounding communities.  
 At Rancho Santa Fe Security Systems we have maintained a focus on providing superior 
customer service for our clients. Since 1978 we have added many valuable services for our 
customers, including our own local monitoring, 24-hour service department, alarm response, 
long-range radio-frequency back-up monitoring, guard and patrol services. 

 In 1992 Myron’s daughter Denise Korenek, who had been active in the business for many years, took the helm. 
 Still family-owned and operated, Rancho Santa Fe Security Systems and Rancho Santa Fe Protective Services 
continues its commitment to provide clients with superior quality in products and customer service. Since 1978, our 
focus has remained the same - “Total Security, Without Compromise.”

mailto:christy@rsfassociation.org
mailto:bobbie@mowrycorporation.com
mailto:michelle.graham@withersworldwide.com
http://www.withersworldwide.com
mailto:prs@ccpa.com
http://www.ccpa.com
mailto:jstrack@theinnatrsf.com
http://www.theinnatrsf.com
mailto:jvreeburg@dadco.com
http://www.Johnvreeburg.com
mailto:mrichardsom@rsfsecurity.com
mailto:stephane.maisonsoleil@gmail.com
http://www.maison-soleil.com
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                                Rancho Santa Fe Historical Society Membership Application
Please Print
Name  …………………………………………………………………

Address……………………………………………………………….
City ……………………………………………………………………    
State…………………………….    Zip …………………………..…
Phone ……………………………… Cell …………………………..……
Email ……………………………………………………………………….

Enclosed is my check for  …………………………….

Website:  www.rsfhs.org
Email:  info@rsfhs.org
Hours: Tuesday thru Friday 10am - 3pm 
(Open by request on weekends, call 858.756.9291

Individual Levels:
___Life Membership          $2500
___Benefactor                     $ 200
___Friend/Family                   $100

Corporate Memberships:
*Details at website:  www.rsfhs.org
____Lilian Rice Level              $2500
____Bing Crosby Level          $1000
____Walter Hodges Level       $500
____Don Juan Maria Osuna    $300

Other Donation Opportunities:
___ Bell Maintenance Fund
___ La Flecha House Fund
___ Memorial/Legacy 

___ Tell me more about including                              
…….RSFHS in my estate plans.

Rancho Santa Fe Historical Society 
P.O. Box 1 
6036 La Flecha  
Rancho Santa Fe, CA 92067

Payable to:
Rancho Santa Fe Historical Society

6036 La Flecha
P.O. Box 1

Rancho Santa Fe, Ca 92067

www.rsfhs.org     858.692.9291     info@rsfhs.org

http://www.rsfhs.org
http://www.rsfhs.org
http://www.rsfhs.org
http://www.rsfhs.org
http://www.rsfhs.org
mailto:info@rsfhs.org
http://www.rsfhs.org
mailto:info@rsfhs.org

