
  Residents of La Flecha House, home of 
Historical Society of Rancho Santa Fe

Each day at La Flecha House, we have many 
visitors, but recently we had a very unusual and 
unexpected guest. The lady on the right, (photo below) 
is Georgianna Ballard Wolfe and her daughter, Kathy 
Townsend. Georgianna lived for 5 years in La Flecha 
House in 1932, when she was 7 years old. The family 
came to RSF when her father, William H. Ballard, was 
hired by Ulrich I. Voris and L.G. Sinnard as a 
superintendent experienced in irrigation and soil 
surveys. Voris's firm had an operation of about 500 
acres in various stages of orchard development or 
maintenance. He worked across the street, in the 
Garage Block, as one-half of the Ballard and 
McCulloch Landscaping and Irrigation Company.  

In 1926, Ballard and McCullough were hired 
by Douglas Fairbanks and Mary Pickford who had 
acquired about 2000 acres on the south side of San 
Dieguito River, to be developed in orchards and as 
range land for cattle, in an area known as Rancho 
Zorro, or Fairbanks Ranch.  Their plans required 
development of a water system consisting of a well in 
the river-valley and installation of nearly a mile of 4” 
pipe to a dam site on the ranch. The company also 
installed irrigation pipe for the golf course, agricultural 
farms and area homes. The family moved into their 
very nice adobe house (La Flecha House), and 
Georgianna started school in the “Center”, which was 
the first school in Rancho Santa Fe. Her teacher was 
Miss Starr and she was a classmate of Peggy 
O’Driscoll and Jean Smart, whose father was the ranch 
manager for Douglas Fairbanks and Mary Pickford.
Her sister Patricia was born in La Flecha House (her 
mother couldn’t get to a hospital soon enough) and her 
bedroom was the back porch. They also knew Lilian 
Rice, the architect, and thought of her as a charming 
and witty woman. On Sundays they would take drives 
throughout the “back country” of Cuyamaca, Palomar, 
and other interesting spots, looking up their histories 
and learning a great deal.  How they  wished that 
circumstances could have permitted them to continue 
their lives at Rancho Santa Fe, but the depression was 
upon them, and their father found a job with the 
National Park Service.  As Georgianna’s father always 
said, “In looking back through the years I can say that 
never in my life have I had such a learning experience - 
seven years of continuing learning of new things; new 
experiences, new challenges, and above all, interesting 
and delightful acquaintances. * Information from 
William Hays Ballard, 1979.  
  
Prior to the Ballards living at La Flecha House,  the first 
residents were accountant and manager of Santa Fe 
Land Improvement Company, Sydney Nelson with wife 

Ruth and son, Charles.  Ruth, who set up the first library 
in RSF at La Flecha House wrote the book “Yesterday 
and Today”, about the history of RSF which is available 
for purchase at La Flecha House. Six months later, they 
moved to the middle Row House on Paseo Delicias.  
The second residents were the McDonald family. The 
last residents who owned La Flecha House, were E. L. 
Bud and Margarita Reitz who donated the home and its 
contents to the Historical Society in 1989. 
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Our Mission:
To preserve the  
 history of Rancho 
 Santa Fe in order to 
 connect us to our 
 Past, Present and 
 Future

We offer the 
opportunity to learn
more about the 
history of this special 
village through 
exhibitions, historic 
sites, archives, 
special events, 
educational programs, 
and publications

La Flecha House is 
open Tuesday 

through Friday from 
10am to 3pm and 

Saturday from 
11am- 4pm.  
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Georgianna with doll,and Irene Ballard with baby Patricia 
(born in La Flecha House), and Georgianna on the same 

steps and wall, 
outside of La 

Flecha House, and 
father, William 

Ballard.
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First off, I would like to thank the 
many volunteers, docents and home 
owners who recently participated in 
the 2018 Home Tour for making it such 
a huge success.  Once again, we had 
over 320 guests who viewed some 
spectacular homes.  Thank you, thank 
you!  Our newest board member, 
Norma Wiberg stepped up to chair the 
committee that made this years event 
one of our most successful. 

Secondly, I would like to recognize the 
passing of one of our former board 
members, Peppy Bahr.  Her dedication 
and hard work in al l act ivit ies 
associated with the Historical Society 
is commended.  Her spunk and energy 
will be missed by all.  We have 
recognized her in this newsletter and 
are in the process of developing a 

project that will 
be revealed in 
t h e f u t u r e 
dedicated to her 
memory. 

We continue to 
r e c e i v e 
w o n d e r f u l 
h i s t o r i c a l 
i n f o r m a t i o n 
including stories, 
documents and 

photographs from guests, current and 
previous community members that 
found RSF such a wonderful place to 
live.  As part of our mission, we 
continue to look for individuals with 
items that they are willing to donate 
and also share their memories and 
stories so that we may memorialize for 
the generations of residents to come. 

We would also like to recognize the 
62nd anniversary of the Village Church 
which makes it one of the community’s 
oldest, serving the community’s 
faithful. 

In an administrative note, we recently 
sent out a notice to membership 
regard ing the way we manage 
membership.  Instead of operating on 
a calendar year, we have adjusted our 
membership enrollment and renewal 
system to acknowledge membership at 
the anniversary of their signing up.  
Reminders for renewal will be sent out 
approximately 30 days prior to renewal 
so you can either renew on line or at 
La Flecha House. 

Thank you again for your membership 
and we look forward to celebrating the 
Fandango Event during Rancho Days 
this coming Friday, October 5th. 

               A Memorial to   Peppy Bahr 
 Peppy Bahr, a vivacious redhead who embraced her life 
with energy and tenacity died on May 16th in Rancho 
Santa Fe, California.  She was 76.  Her death was the 
culmination of an extraordinary five-year long battle with 
stage-four breast cancer.   
 Peppy was born Louise Pettinger Wolbach on April 5, 
1942 in  Wichita, Kansas to Betty and S.N. “Bud 
Wolbach. Peppy attended Bradford Junior College in 
Massachusetts and then was a Kappa-Kappa Gamma at 
the University of Nebraska-Lincoln. A life-long bridge 
player she became a Life Master in 2015. 

 Not only did Peppy have a very sharp mind, but she also had an 
unbelievable memory.  She could recall dates and details from throughout 
her life with astonishing accuracy. She remembered the cocktail party at 
someone’s house years and years ago and not only  
knew what she wore, she knew what you wore too!      (continue to Peppy p.4 )
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Membership has instituted a new 
renewal control method.  Your 
membership will be valid for 12 

months from the date of your renewal 
rather than a calendar year.  If you 
haven’t renewed recently as one of 
our Family/Friend, or Benefactor 

members, or as a Sponsor member, 
call 858-756-9291, or go online to our 

website www.rsfhs.org.

Update from Board President John Vreeburg 

 Coming Events
“HOLD THE DATE- 10/5/18”
October 5th - Rancho Days - 

Fandango 

November 4 - Lake Hodges and 
Hodges Dam Centennial 

December 6 - Christmas 
Celebration for Members 

(More information to follow.) 2
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A Return to a Tradition: 
2018 Rancho Santa Fe Historic Home Tour 

	 In	 partnership	with	 the	 Palomar	 Chapter	 of	 the	American	
Ins5tute	 of	 Architects	 and	 Palomar	 Chapter	 of	 Women	 in	
Architecture,	 RSFHS	 presented	 this	 fabulous	 home	 tour	 that	 was	
open	to	all.	 	The	event	was	a	fundraiser	for	both	RSFHS	and	WIA|P.		
Over	300	people	from	around	the	county	par5cipated	in	the	tour	of	
6	 Classic	 and	 Vintage	 homes.	 (An	 excellent	 photographic	 coverage	
appeared	in	the	RSF	Review,	July	19th	issue.)	

We wish to express a huge Thank You to our 
Sponsors listed below:

Plans for our 2019 Historic Home Tour are already in motion.  It promises to be 
another remarkable event.  Postcard sets showing images of the homes on this 
year’s tour are available for purchase as a set of 7 postcards. (See on page 5.)



(Cont’d. Peppy Bahr)  Peppy was actively involved. Peppy was involved in many not-for-profit organizations 
at both the local and state level in Nebraska and was especially interested in the arts in schools and 
communities throughout the state. 
 After seeing so many enchanting places in their travels, Peppy and husband Norm could not have 
been happier than when they chose Rancho Santa Fe, California as their retirement destination. 
embraced by a bevy of new friends, and enchanted by Southern California, they found comfort and 
camaraderie in their later years.  She joined the Board of the Rancho Santa Fe Historical Society, and 
participated regularly.   
She is survived by her husband Norm, Brother Van, daughter Beth, son Bill and her grandsons Will, Gabriel 
and Tyler.

The RSF Historical Society welcomes Norma Nelson-
Wiberg to our board, as Treasurer.  A San Diego native, she 

has a deep love of our rich 
California heritage.  Norma, is a 
tireless worker with over 18 years 
in the mortgage banking and real 
estate finance industries.  She is a 
Lifetime member of RSFHS, and 
also volunteers as Treasurer for the 
RSF Rotary Club, and for the 
Sharp Hospital Foundation.

Family has always been 
Norma’s pride and joy; you might see her light up when she 

talks of her beautiful grandchildren.
She has taken on the position as Chairman of our 

July 14th, 2018 RSF Historic Home Tour, working with a 
committee from the RSF Historical Society as well as from 
WIA|P, Women in Architecture, Palomar Chapter of the 
American Institute of Architects.  (See our website for more 
details.)  

“We are delighted to have Norma join us. Besides 
her warm professional personality, she brings an excellent 
background in finance and experience with 501(C)3’s,” 
noted John Vreeburg, president.
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The Village Church Celebrates It’s 62nd 
Birthday

Rancho Santa Fe - having been around for nearly two 
thirds of the history of Rancho Santa Fe, the Village 
Church has enjoyed being the spiritual hub for the 
area.  The Church was officially founded on May 6, 
1956, under the auspices of the Presbytery of Los 
Angeles.  In choosing the name for the new 
congregation, it was decided to reflect something of 
the community aspect of RSF.  The community was 
often referred to as “the Village,” and so it was agreed 
to call the church, the Village Community United 
Presbyterian Church.  
The Rev. George C. Culbertson lead a series of 
Lenten lectures in RSF prior to the Church’s formation 
and was subsequently invited to become the 
organizing minister of the Church due to his familiarity 
with the residents.  The first public worship service 
was held on February 19, 1956, in the RSF Garden 

Club.  The Garden Club became the home of the new 
congregation until July 26, 1959, when the first church 
building was formally dedicated.  A history of the 
church to that point was sealed in a Cornerstone Box 
that remains on the Church grounds today.  
The Village Church has now been served by seven 
senior pastors.  The Rev. Dr. Jack W. Baca, the 
Church’s current senior pastor, will celebrate 20 years 
in this post in September of 2018.  The Village Church 
has grown from an initial 
congregation of a few 
dozen members to over 
1,000 and serves all who 
have need of its ministry.

Please visit 
villagechurch.org or 
call(858)756-2441 for 
information.  

http://church.org
http://church.org


                                         Rancho Santa Fe Historical Society Membership Application
Please Print
Name  …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Address………………………………………………………………………………………………………

City ……………………………………………………………………………    State…………………….

Zip …………………………..…

Phone ……………………………… Cell……………………………

Email  …………………………………………………………………

Enclosed is my check for  …………………………….

Payable to:
Rancho Santa Fe Historical Society

6036 La Flecha
P.O. Box 1

Rancho Santa Fe, Ca 92067

Website:  www.rsfhs.org
Email:  info@rsfhs.org
Hours: Tues thru Fri 10:00am - 3:00pm, Sat 11:00am - 4:00pm (Call first)

Individual Levels:
___Life Membership $2500
___Benefactor $200
___Friend/Family $100

Corporate Memberships:
*See details at website: www.rsfhs.org
____Lilian Rice Level $2500
___Bing Crosby Level $1000
___Walter Hodges Level $500
___Don Juan Maria Osuna $300

Other Donation:
___ Bell Maintenance Fund
___ La Flecha House Fund
___ Memorial/Legacy 
___Tell me more about including       
RSFHS in my estate plans.

We also remind you 
about the Arcadia 
Book, “Rancho Santa 
Fe: The Town the 
Railroad Built” by 
Vonn Marie May, our 
own historian on the 
board at RSF Historical 
Society.  

In 2018, we will be 
honoring Hodges Dam 
which will be one 
hundred years old. For 
the celebration, we will 
be offering a unique book 
by Arcadia Books:  The 
Dams of Western San 
Diego County.  
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 “Rancho Santa Fe 
Yesterday and Today” 
is a small but delightful 

book that we 
recommend for young 
readers to learn about 
the beginning of RSF 

history.

All of the above 
books, and more, are 

available on our 
website - 

www.rsfhs.org

”It is an old ranch with a romantic past, yet a new 
ranch with all the promising appeal of country living.” 

by Ruth Nelson, first resident of La Flecha House

Postcards with images of homes from our 2018 
Historic Home Tour are available for purchase -
 see them at La Flecha House.

http://www.rsfhs.org
http://www.rsfhs.org
http://www.rsfhs.org
http://www.rsfhs.org


RSFHS Recognizes its 2018 Sponsors -  The Rancho Santa Fe Historical Society appreciates the 
contributions made by its corporate sponsors.  Their contributions are significant in enabling the society to carry out 

its mission to preserve the local history and educate the public.   

   Lilian Rice     Bing Crosby  Walter Hodges 

“The challenge of history is to recover the past and introduce it to the present.” - David Thelen

Rancho Santa Fe Historical Society 
P.O. Box 1 
6036 La Flecha  
Rancho Santa Fe, CA 92067

       Juan Osuna Level


