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The ﬁrst Rancho Santa Fe School was
completed in 1924 and was designed by Lilian
Rice and Hammond Whitsi@.
Can you guess how many students were in the
ﬁrst graduaDng class?
Brainstorm about what the word“vision”means.
The Kumeyaay Native American tribe lived on the
land where you see the RSF Association building.
What was their most important food source?

Our Mission To preserve the
history of Rancho
Santa Fe in order to
connect us to our
Past, Present and
Future

We offer the
opportunity to learn
more about the
history of this special
village through
exhibitions, historic
sites, archives,
special
events, educational
programs, and
publications.

RSFHS La Flecha House
is open:
Tuesday-Friday:
10:00am - 3:00pm
Saturday:
11:00am - 4:00pm

RSFHS.ORG
info@rsfhs.org
858.756.9291

This spring, seventy 3rd grade
children, their teachers and parent
volunteers from R. Roger Rowe
Elementary took a ride through the
R S F H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y ’s t i m e
machine where they learned all the
answers to these questions and
more.
This experiential partnership
between the local elementary and
the Historical Society has been long
in the planning. This class was the
first to taste the berries that
perhaps the local Native American
children would have picked for food,
discuss what it would have been
like to have a failed vision of
eucalyptus railroad ties, or sense
the challenge of being a female
master architect at a time when
very few women had graduated
from the Berkeley architectural
p r o g ra m o r h e l d s u c h h i g h l y
esteemed positions.
Teacher Rebecca Carp, and
others, escorted the children
through the Village as part of their
local history class curriculum. Led
by an RSFHS docent, the class
began their trek through time at the
elementary school and quickly

moved to the first Rancho Santa Fe
School at the corner of La Granada
and Paseo Delicias. Along the way
they viewed important historical
photos of the Kumeyaay people and
Juan Maria Osuna, the Adobe, and
the Osuna family. They also learned
the second school location was
actually where the Association
building sits today.
Still wondering about the
answers to the initial questions?
Well, one – the first graduating
class had one student and her name
was Ivy Fidero. The children saw
firsthand what she wore and how
she looked as a child and pondered
how her life, her clothes and
hairstyle differed from today.
Last stop? La Flecha House,
of course, to learn more about the
past residents and the history of
this special home. The kids were
treated to Peggy Brooks’ El Camino
Real bell-shaped cookies, and
sampled Betty William’s agave
syrup and learned that this was
something the Kumeyaay people
used to sweeten their food.
cont’d page 2
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Life Members Appreciated:
The Rancho Santa Fe
Historical Society
welcomes its newest Life
Member:

Marla Hess
Coming Events - Save the Dates:
Community Concert at the Inn at
Rancho Santa Fe
Sat., April 28
RSFHS/WIA|P Home Tour Sat., July 14
Rancho Days “Event”

Fri., Oct. 5

Centennial of Dam
& Lake Hodges Event

Sat., Nov. 3

Check out our website for more
information on upcoming events.
If you haven’t renewed for
calendar year 2018 (January December) as one of our Family or
Benefactor member categories or
as a Sponsor member, call, or go
to our website and renew on line.

As discussed at our Annual
meeting in February, we have
entered historical centennial years
and look forward to sharing with our
members and our community many
events that are in the works. Our
plans to commemorate the 100th
anniversary of the Lake Hodges Dam
are moving swiftly, and you will be
the first to know of events both here
and in neighboring communities who
also benefit from the presence of the
dam built by the Santa Fe Railway
Company in order to develop the
Community of Rancho Santa Fe.
RSFHS wants to bring awareness of
our historical sites and structures,
both in our community and others

around us. You will soon be hearing
of our 2018 theme “Follow the
Water” which represents the
developments accomplished since
the building of the dam.
This newsletter issue is
presenting the story of our long
awaited new historical program for
students in the Rancho Santa Fe
area. You will see herein that it was
a tremendous success for students,
their teachers and parents attending.
If you check out our website you
will see an addition of You Tube
videos of Rancho Santa Fe from the
beginning, as well as, Library of
Congress photos of Rancho Santa Fe.

The Inaugural Student Tour of the History of Rancho Santa Fe - cont’d.
If you were building a town
what would it need? These newly
minted historians were
challenged to imagine and build
Main Street Rancho Santa Fe
armed with paper grocery bags,
construction paper, scissors and
glue sticks, thinking through the
essential needs of a turn-ofthe-20th century village. (Beyond
real estate offices and banks!)
Along the way they ran into
local characters of the day such
as RSF architect Lilian Rice and
local resident Colonel Ed Fletcher.
The Colonel was instrumental in
getting much needed water to the
area as well as preserving the
land from the impending sell off
by the Santa Fe Railway after the
e u c a l y p t u s t r e e / ra i l r o a d t i e
debacle of the early 1900’s.

be hosted for the parents of the
school so that they too can
experience even more of the joy
of living in the Ranch. Stay tuned
for upcoming information on that!
Many thanks to volunteer
Melisse Mossy for finishing and
organizing age appropriate
curriculum and ideas for the tour.
Character docent Vearl Smith
played the role of Colonel Ed
Fletcher, adding a nice touch to
the time travel. We are also
thankful for the cooperation of all
of the docents, parent volunteers
and anyone who had a hand in
bringing the days to life for the
kids.

These amazing kids viewed
pictures of a women who is a past
resident of the La Flecha House,
Georgiana Ballard Wolfe, and her
family. They learned that as a
child, she and her family lived in
the home and that her sister was
indeed born right there inside the
house!
The parent volunteers were
astonished at the depth of the
local history and the importance
of the Ranch to all of San Diego
County’s rich past. They even
requested that an evening tour

President John Vreeburg & Melisse
Mossy, curriculum organizer for tour.
Thank you Melisse!

RSF Historical Society President, John Vreeburg, added,
“It’s wonderful to see a project in the offing for over 3 years
come to fruition and I am so thankful for the docents and
volunteers that made the project envisioned come to be.
Everybody got something out of it, especially the kids. Part of
the mission statement of the Historical Society is the
education piece and to impart the history of this area to the
kids in a way they can really appreciate where they live. We
are looking forward to future tours while also brainstorming
different ways to enhance the experience.”

Some of these newly enthused young historians
were overheard to say that they are excited to give
their parents and siblings a personal historical tour of
the ranch. The Historical Society is excited to add 70
new docents to the roster!
And if you want the answers to the rest of the
questions, you will have to ask one of the kids or stop
by La Flecha House to find out!

This was the inaugural school tour for the RSF Historical
Society. The 3rd graders from R. Roger Rowe Elementary
created history by being the first students of Rancho Santa Fe
to participate as a class. We are looking forward to creating a
document to record the important of this event and all those
who took part in it.
President,
John
Vreeburg
and Vice
President,
Peggy
Brooks.
Lilian Rice in
background.

ChacoClotfelter whose Grandfather Reginald
was the first real estate person in RSF), and
Roger Lindland, RSFHS Board Member

Above, Lori Thomas, and Colonel Fletcher,
(Vearl Smith) both Board members
Left, Betty Williams, Sec., Sharon Fogg,
Volunteer, and VP Peggy Brooks
R i g h t , A l i c e Va n O p p e n a n d P a t
Swinehart, both volunteers, and Sharon
Alix, Administrator

Melisse Mossy with 3rd Graders.
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RSFHS Recognizes its 2018 Sponsors - The Rancho Santa Fe Historical Society appreciates the
contributions made by its corporate sponsors. Their contributions are significant in enabling the society to carry out its mission
to preserve the local history and educate the public.

Lilian Rice Level

Bing Crosby Level

Walter Hodges Level

Juan Osuna Level

John N Vreeburg, CFP*, Vice President-Financial Advisor|www.johnvreeburg.com

“The challenge of history is to recover the past and introduce it to the present.” - David Thelen

