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     La Flecha House as it 
looked when it was built in 
1923.  Owned by the Santa Fe 
Land Improvement Company, 
the house was intended for 
use as a rental by employees.  
The boy leaning on the wall is 
Charles “Bob” Nelson, eight 
years old in the photo.  He and 
his parents, Sidney and Ruth 
Nelson, were the first 
occupants of the house.  Ruth 
started the community’s first lending library in the 1920’s in a corner of this small cottage.  After 
the Nelsons moved to their own row house, this house was lived in by a succession of families.  
Marion Lindberg, then Macdonald lived here while her house was being built.  Veva and Bob 
Francisco lived here for a time, also.
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  Our Mission
  To preserve, the  
  history of Rancho 
  Santa Fe in order to 
  connect us to our 
  Past, Present and 
  Future

  We offer the 
  opportunity to learn
  more about the 
  history of this special 
  village through
  exhibitions, historic 
  sites, archives, 
  special events,            
educational programs and   
publications.

La Flecha House is       
open Tuesday - 
Friday  10am to 3pm 
Summer hours:
Saturday - Sunday 
1pm to 4 pm

                                                   History Connects Us All

          Rancho Santa Fe Historical Society
Spring/Summer

2017

     La Flecha House from 1962 - 
1995.  Bud and Margarita Reitz 
owned the house, and in 1989 
gave it to the Historical Society.  
Remodeled for commercial use, La 
Flecha House acqui red two 
entrances on La Flecha.  One of 
the tenants during these years was 
John Minchin, whose grandmother 
was a close friend of Lilian Rice’s 
mother, and whose mother was a 
friend of Lilian Rice.  John leased 

his architectural office here, not knowing until later that this was designed by Lilian Rice  In 
1995 John was the architect in charge of the restoration/remodeling of La Flecha House.  

     La Flecha House in 1995, after the 
completion of the restoration/
remodeling project.The facade on La 
Flecha was restored to the 1923 look.  
The portion that was first a porch then 
enclosed by Ruth Nelson for the 
exchange library use many years ago 
looks as if it had always been there. 
Compare top photo to this 1995 photo.  
La Flecha House is the permanent 
home of the  Rancho Santa Fe 
Historical Society. 

RSFHS.org
858.756.9291
info@rsfhs.org

http://rsfhs.org
mailto:info@rsfhs.org
http://rsfhs.org
mailto:info@rsfhs.org
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Rancho Santa Fe
Historical Society 

6036 La Flecha
P.O. Box 1

Rancho Santa Fe,Ca 92067

(858)756-9291
info@rsfhs.org

President            John Vreeburg
V President         Max Wuthrich
Secretary            Betty Williams
Treasurer            Steve DiZio
At-Large              Peggy Brooks
                            Vearl Smith
                            Roger Lindland
                          Lori Thomas
Administrator     Sharon Alix
Historian           Vonn Marie May

Life Members Appreciated 
The Rancho Santa Fe

Historical Society
welcomes its newest Life 

Members:

Jeff and Jody Bradley
John and Heidi Farkash

Update from Board President John Vreeburg

Happy to say, we are 
meeting the nicest 
visitors since we are 
now open on Summer 
weekends, Saturday & 
Sunday 1:00-4:00PM

Coming Events

A Celebration of Master Architect 
Lilian Jeanette Rice

Saturday, August 12th

Member Christmas Party 
Thursday, December 10th

Watch for notice on a
 Centennial celebration for 2018

     2017 is going by quickly and it is 
more evident in the number of events 
the Rancho Santa Fe Historical 
Society is participating in as a partner 
with our neighboring 501(c)3 
organizations.  In January, the 
Historical Society participated in the 
Osuna I tree plantings at the event 
sponsored by the Rancho Santa Fe 
Association. In June, we were co-
collaborators of the Celebrate Osuna 
festival, and in July, participated with 
the Art Guild in their Art Showing held 
here at the beautiful courtyard of the 
La Flecha House. 
     A short list of happenings of the first 
half of the year:  we have been 
featured on a segment of the Ken 
Kramer “About San Diego” show in 
February, received a donation of 4 
captains chairs which were the original 
chairs at the first library in Del Mar, 
held Village Tours led by our historian 
Vonn Marie May, for the RSF Village 
Church, for a local chapter of the 
National Charity League, and for the 
WIA,Women In Architecture, Palomar 
Chapter of The American Institute of 
Architects, along with having La Flecha 
house visitors touring our historic 
home on a daily basis.  In April, our 

Speaker Series started with Story 
Teller, Marilyn McPhie, and will 
continue with the SOHO (Save Our 
Heritage Organisation) sponsored 
August 12th presentation to be held at 
the RSF Garden Club, celebrating our 
Master Architect Lilian J. Rice. This 
speaker series will continue later this 
year with experts from around the 
region sharing information about the 
history of Rancho Santa Fe and 
related topics.
     La Flecha House has a steady 
stream of visitors interested in seeing 
what the first Village home looked like 
and in learning how our community 
evolved.  While the nature of the ranch 
has changed from primarily agricultural 
to mainly residential, still the rural 
feeling is pervasive.   Many come to 
peruse our Archives in search of 
answers about their families who may 
have lived here, and we are visited by 
students in search of information on a 
subject of history related to Rancho 
Santa Fe.  Please visit our website at 
www.rsfhs.org and Like us on 
Facebook 
@ranchosantafehistoricalsociety 

http://www.rsfhs.org
mailto:info@rsfhs.org
http://www.rsfhs.org
mailto:info@rsfhs.org
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RSF HISTORICAL SOCIETY SEEKS VOLUNTEERS AND DOCENTS FOR LA FLECHA HOUSE TOURS, WALKING 
TOURS, AND HELP WITH OUR MANY EVENTS.  

Residents and visitors alike love to tour La Flecha house located at the corner of La Flecha and Via de Santa Fe where the 
Rancho Santa Fe Historical Society is located, as well as the Village of Rancho Santa Fe.  Please join us!  We are 
especially interested in parents of children who attend the local schools. Docents are asked to volunteer once a month for 
a three hour time period, or to assist at our many events.  

We are planning an Introductory Coffee and informational meeting at La Flecha House this Fall.  Please consider this 
request and send your RSVP to Sharon Alix at 858.756.9291.  

Art In The Afternoon    held Saturday, July 15th
Some of the guests, artists and paintings at our recent Historical Society 

collaboration with the Art Guild of Rancho Santa Fe.  
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Is there more to our history than a failed Eucalyptus experiment ?

No doubt you know of Rancho Santa Fe’s birth as the growing grounds for the eucalyptus that would have “tied” up 
the West for Santa Fe Railroad.  Alas, some three million seedlings later, someone discovered eucalyptus wouldn’t 
hold a spike.  

As a resident of Rancho Santa Fe, you most likely know a lot about this idyllic town.  If you’re a native you’ve 
witnessed the “gentleman’s ranches” as they evolved into today’s flourishing community.  If you’re a relative 
newcomer, you chose this town above all others for good reason…, many of them, and you know them all.  

Perhaps you know quite a bit about your community.  See just how much you do know- quiz yourself with these 
tidbits of local historical trivia.

Questions

1. Who were the first non-Indians to visit the Ranch? 
2. Has a Ranch resident ever been mayor of San Diego?
3. What were the original name of Rancho Santa Fe?
4. Was the Santa Fe Land Improvement Company really serious about growing eucalyptus to use as railroad ties.?
5. What slogan did the Santa Fe Land Improvement Company use to tout Rancho Santa Fe?
6.  What other towns in the United States have a protective covenant similar to Rancho Santa Fe’s
7.  How many times in their lives will our children be asked, “Where are you from?”

 Answers on Page 5. 

Some images from July’s “Celebrate Osuna I” - a collaboration of the RSF Association, the 
RSF Garden Club and the Rancho Santa Fe Historical Society 
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About Tours:

Docent led Tours:
With a group of 5-30, a reservation and a fee of $10.00 
per person you will first view a historical RSF movie or 
have a TimeLine presentation, then with a docent you will 
take a tour of the village of Rancho Santa Fe. 

La Flecha House Tours:  During regular operating hours, 
you can receive a tour of La Flecha House and hear a 
brief story of the History of Rancho Santa Fe.  

Hours:  Tuesday through Friday, 10:00am - 3:00pm
Summer:   Saturday and Sunday, 1:00pm - 4:00pm
Phone:  858.756.9291
Email:  info@rsfhs.org
Website: www.rsfhs.org
(Also check out our Facebook page, and rate us on Yelp)

About Rentals:
La Flecha House is available for small weddings, 
engagement, birthday parties, or business meetings for a 
nominal donation. Inside La Flecha House, you will find a 
lovely room that holds up to a maximum of (50) fifty 
people.  At night, the patio looks beautiful and romantic, 
just the place to have a small, intimate gathering.  

                                                                        ANSWERS

1. A party led by Governor Gasper De Portola and Fra Juan Crespi trekking northward from San Diego in search of Monterey 
Bay.  Fra Crespi’s diary records them passing through on July 15, 1769.

2.   Yes, In 1834, Juan Maria Osuna, whose land-grant property is known today as Rancho Santa Fe, became the first mayor of 
San Diego.  Rancho Santa Fe reflects the involvement of the Santa Fe Railway Company.

3.   The Osunas named their rancho “Rancho San Dieguito”, probably to designate it as little San Diego (as a nickname).

4.   If buying a 14 square mile rancho, acquiring seeds from Australia, propagating them and planting three million young trees 
of a dozen different varieties is any indication, yes, the company was serious.  

5.  Ads in the 1920’s called Rancho Santa Fe “The Endless Miracle”.  More recently and somewhat less poetically, a local 
columnist labeled it “life with the yucky parts taken out”.  Whatever tone you prefer, you'll agree that the Ranch is a nearly 
perfect place to live.  

6.  The principle of the Garden City Plan originated in England about 175 years ago.  Roland Park, Baltimore, first used it in 
America, followed with great success by Country Club Estates in Kansas City.  Palos Verdes was the only California town with a 
protective covenant when nationally known planner Charles Cheney brought the concept to Rancho Santa Fe in 1927.  

7.  Countless times.  There’s no missing this one.  For all the children of the Ranch, wherever they may be in their lives, the 
answer will always remain. “My home town is Rancho Santa Fe, California”.  As their home town, the Ranch is a permanent 
part of their identity, a key to self-identity.  If they are to grow up with a sure sense of their own time and place, it must be 
learned.  Once they experience the traditions and flavor of their history, this small town becomes theirs forever.  

Join the Rancho Santa Fe Historical Society — join past to present.  

Lilian Rice Architectural Style
Spanish Colonial Revival

*  Spanish Village, harmonizing with the landscape blending 
the building with nature and the contours of the land (very 
little grading)

* Simplicity in line, form and color
* Minimalism of scale and proportion
* Understated yet elegant such as copper down spouts, 

wrought iron lanterns, scones and grill work
* Interior courtyards, gardens and patios
* Open beamed ceilings
* Heavy wooden doors
* Textured walls
* Rounded arches and corners
* Grill work on the windows

A CELEBRATION OF MASTER ARCHITECT 
Lilian Jeanette Rice 

August 12, 2017
at Rancho Santa Fe Garden Club

17025 Avenida de Acacias

3pm to 5pm              $20 Members, $25 Guests

Reservations required call: 858-756-9291
or order on our website: www.rsfhs.org

http://www.rsfhs.org
http://www.rsfhs.org
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Rancho Santa Fe Historical Society 
P.O. Box 1 
6036 La Flecha  
Rancho Santa Fe, CA 92067

	

Lilian Rice Level Walter Hodges Level

Juan Osuna Level

     “The challenge of history is to recover the past and introduce it to the present.” - David Thelen

   Bing Crosby Level

RSFHS Recognizes its 2017 Sponsors -  The Rancho Santa Fe Historical Society appreciates the 
contributions made by its corporate sponsors.  Their contributions are significant in enabling the society to carry out its mission 

to preserve the local history and educate the public.   


